Bentleigh West Primary School - Newsletter 4 March 2022
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2022 Calendar

TERM 1

7 - 11 March
10 March
11 March
14 March
16 - 17 March
31 March
8 April

Grade 4 swimming program
Webinar “Raising Kids in a Digital World” 7:30pm
Grade 5 “Respectful Relationships” incursion
Labour Day (public holiday)
School photos
Grade 2 “Mad About Science” incursion
End of Term 1 - School finishes at 2:30pm

2022 School Term Dates
TERM 1

31 JANUARY - 8 APRIL

TERM 2

26 APRIL - 24 JUNE

TERM 3

12 JULY - 16 SEPTEMBER

TERM 4

3 OCTOBER - 16 DECEMBER

Principal News
Reading Practise at home – Fluency
One of our major goals at BWPS is for all our students to have excellent literacy skills, so they can
learn about their world, express their ideas and create the future as they become increasingly
influential.
When reading, we want our children to be comprehending what they read. This is hard to measure
and see as thinking is invisible. Luckily, we can gain insight into likely comprehension levels by
listening to our children read out loud and monitoring their fluency.
We can do this by getting our children to read a short section of text and listening to how they read.
It should be at about normal talking pace, and we should have expression.
If this doesn’t occur there are some things we can do:
• Model how the reading should sound.
• Ask the child to try and read with you as read through the text

•

Ask the child to read themselves again, hopefully noticing improvements.

Repeated readings are highly correlated with improvements in fluency, so doing these short sharp
practices regularly during your child’s reading practice will really help them master fluency skills at
all levels. If children get stuck on a word just tell them the word so the reading can flow.
This process is also beneficial for older students, particularly if they are reading complex texts that
they are not used to such as poems or technical texts.
Prep students will not be at this level of practice yet and will soon be ready to practice some words
and sentences.
We will be hosting reading seminars, during semester one, at each year level to be a little more
specific about how you can help children improve reading at each year level.
I will be in touch with more details.
Raising Kids in a Digital World
I am hoping most of you received a compass notification regarding our webinar event to be held on
March 10th. I have included the details below.
Managing our children's screen time, social media and online presence has become harder to
manage for our BWPS community. We have received feedback that managing devices and online
habits has been difficult for many after relying on screens so much during remote learning. Students
moving to secondary school with devices also raises concerns for many in our community.
We would like to invite you to a Webinar to learn more about raising kids in the digital world and
some ideas as to how to manage things such as:
•
•
•

screen time
cyber bullying
social media
...and more

The webinar will run on Thursday March 10th at 7.30pm. Please register here. Once registered a link
will be provided for the night.
Can't make it? Register anyway and a replay will be made available to watch on your own time. All
registered people will have access to the replay. There is no cost to BWPS community.
Running Club
I was delighted to see over 30 students Grade 4 – 6 attend Running Club. Running Club helps
students train for upcoming cross country and athletic events as well as promote building fitness
with weekly running. There is overwhelming evidence to suggest physical activity is such a protective
factor in all areas of health and wellbeing. Thanks to our teachers for providing this opportunity.
Swimming Trials
We have 67 students Grade 4 to 6 attending GSAC for swimming trials. I wish all the students the
best of luck and I am sure a cool dip in the pool will be great regardless of results.
Thanks to our teachers taking the time to support the trials.
Steven Capp
Principal
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Supervision on school grounds
The school grounds are supervised by staff from 8.45am - 9.00am and 3.30pm - 3.45pm every day.
Don’t let students arrive any earlier than 8.45am unless they have sport training and will be
supervised by a teacher.
Please note the back gate is locked between 9.15am and 3.15pm.

COVID-19
Students who report a positive result must isolate for seven days and not attend school during that
period.
Where a student is a household contact of a positive case (that is, they have spent more than four
hours with someone who has COVID-19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must
inform the school and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period.
Rapid Antigen Tests - Please visit this site for RAT information and how to perform a test on your
child (which is translated in 33 languages)
Rapid antigen testing in schools - information for parents and carers | Coronavirus Victoria
If your child does test positive (via a PCR or rapid antigen test) please complete the Student COVID19 details at COVID Test Portal then email Tanya Elliott at Tanya.Elliott@education.vic.gov.au to
notify the school that you have lodged the details.

Pre-loved uniforms
Buy uniforms in ‘hardly-worn’ condition! For one week only 7-11 March all items are just $1!
Pop by the school office to let us know you’re onsite…
•
•
•
•
•

Short & long sleeve shirts
Shorts/skirts/skorts
Leggings/trackpants
Dresses/tunics
Jumpers/bomber jackets

State Schools Relief - uniform assistance
State Schools’ Relief (SSR) is a not-for-profit organisation that works closely with all state
government schools in Victoria. Each year, State Schools’ Relief provides uniform items to families
experiencing financial disadvantage.
Applications for SSR are made through the admin team in the school office and then approved by
the school Principal. Please fee free to contact us with any enquiries.
Items include:
• regular uniform items
• shoes
• bags
• swim/sports wear
• underwear, singlets and socks

Working With Children Checks
Parents that are volunteering at school, either attending activities on school grounds or
accompanying students on excursions, must carry a copy of their Working With Children Check card.
This is a mandatory requirement and WWCC cards will be required when signing in.

BENTLEIGH WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL

COMMUNICATIONS
All school notifications, including, consents, weekly newsletters and correspondence
are published via Compass https://bentleighwestps-vic.compass.education
PLEASE OPEN IN YOUR BROWSER TO SEE ALL ATTACHMENTS

It is important to notify the school when your child is going to be away
so please log on to Compass to record your child’s absence or late arrival.
You can download the Compass App from the App store for iPhones or Google Play for Samsung devices.
In the App you can then open the full Compass website where you can access up-to-date information.
If you have forgotten your username or password, you can recover your details by clicking
the ‘Don’t know your username/Forgot your password?’ link on the front page.

The link below is for bookings should parents wish to attend:
https://www.trybooking.com/BXNKO

